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The Last 24 Hours 

A Passion Week Primer 

This little primer is intended to give you an opportunity to think about many of the events that 
occurred during the last 24 hours of Jesus' life. 

The Jewish day began at sunset. So, in Mark 14: 17, when Mark writes, "when evening came," he is 
referring to Thursday evening, as the disciples gathered to share in the Passover. 15 hours into the 
day, Jesus would be crucified. And nine hours later the day ended, as the body of Jesus was taken 
down and buried before the start of the Sabbath on Friday evening. What a day. 

So much of Jesus' first 30 years we know almost nothing about. Of the last three years of his life 
we know much more, but really how much do we know? For John notes, "there are also many 
other things that Jesus did, which, if they were written one by one, I suppose not even the world 
itself could contain the books that would be written." (John 21 :25). 

Yet when it comes to the last day of Jesus' life the gospel authors seem to go into slow motion; they 
take us through it frame-by-frame. It seems like we have hourly accounts of events: and the events 
of this day are recorded in meticulous detail. We know exactly what happened in almost every 
hour of that day. We know the movements and words of numerous people. Such detail is 
remarkable and serves to underline the evangelist's concentration on Jesus' death. 

Our goal is to "slow you down" over the next 21 days; to invite you to reflect on various events in 
the last 24 hours of Jesus' life; to meditate on the significance of the details that are recorded; 
which, in the end, will lead you to worship our God and Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Daily Readings 

Monday, March 28 ... Washing of Feet 

Tuesday, March 29 ... Supper and Betrayal 

Wednesday, March 30 ... Holy Spirit 

Thursday, March 31 ... Vine and the World 

Friday,  April 1 ... Work of the Spirit 

Saturday, April 2 ... High Priestly Prayer 

Sunday, April 3 ... Garden 

Monday, April 4 ... Betrayal and Arrest 

Tuesday, April 5 ... Denial 

Wednesday, April 6 ... Trial 

Thursday, April 7 ... Crucifixion 

Friday, April 8 ... Paradise 

Saturday, April 9 ... Darkness 

Sunday, April 10 ... Forgiveness 

Monday, April 11 ... Mother 

Tuesday, April 12 ... Dereliction 

Wednesday, April 13 ... Finished 

Thursday, April 14 ... Spear 

Friday, April 15 ... Phenomena 

Saturday, April 16 ... Burial 



Washing of Feet 

Strange, is it not, that such a momentous day would begin with such an aa of humility. Sadly, the 

impact of this act seemed to have been lost on the disciples, for only hours later they were arguing 

about which one of them would be remembered as the greatest! (Luke 22:24). 

Thankfully, Paul would pick up on this later as he described the condescension of Jesus in 

Philippians 2: 1-11. So as we prepare for these three weeks we might ask ourselves, on a scale of 1 -

10, what is my desire for greatness and recognition; and then, on a scale of 1 - 10, what is the 

demonstration of my humility? 

Read John 13:1-17. 

Observe. 

Reflect. 

So What? 

Pray. 



Supper and Betrayal 

Sad, that a place of such warmth- table fellowship - would give rise to betrayal. We expect that 

meals, places of relational intimacy, would be safe places. Of all the social contexts it is here that 

we should be able to let our hair down and relax. Yet it is in precisely this setting that Jesus exposes 

his betrayer. But notice the care with which Jesus undertakes to do this - He did not name Judas. 

He exposed him, but He let him remain anonymous. How do we know? We know because the 

disciples question each other wondering which of them it could be that was going to do this. 

Think about these two things then. First, how has Jesus been gracious to you in your sin and 

rebellion? How has He been merciful to you, giving you opportunity to repent? Second, how well 

do you know your own heart? And how well do you know those around you? Could you get to

know them better? 

Read Matthew 26:17-29 and Luke 22:7-23. 

Observe. 

Reflect. 

So What? 

Pray. 



Holy Spirit 

To understand the significance of Christ not leaving us alone, we can consider what it would mean 

if Christ did leave us alone. Were the Holy Spirit not to provide comfort to our very soul, we 

would be left with only human comforters. Job shows us how miserable and unreliable those can 

be. Were the Holy Spirit not to lead us individually, subtly, deftly and gently, we would follow 

human leadership that is selfish, ham-fisted, biased and lacking wisdom. Left alone, we would 

wrest the scriptures to forge a path deviating from God and take others with us. By God's grace, 

the Holy Spirit teaches us the truth of scripture and will never lead us astray. Without the Holy 

Spirit nothing could bypass our rationalization, mental filters and philosophy. The Holy Spirit 

speaks directly to our spirit. Only a still, small voice is required to cut through the cacophony of 

the world's "wisdom." We cannot be held hostage by human authority on matters of faith and 

practise but rather cooperate in love to seek God's will. The Holy Spirit indwells those that are 

spiritually alive: this is significant. 

Read John 14:1-31. 

Observe. 

Reflect. 

So What? 

Pray. 



Vine and the World 

Essential that even though Christ is not here physically, we abide in Him. Just as the fruit needs the vine 

for life, so in Christ, our spiritual vine, we grow in faith and bear the fruit of the Spirit. We cannot 

survive or thrive without the vine. 

We must trust the Master gardener to prune us through the trials and the testing of our faith so 

that we bear more succulent fruit and deeper faith. This confidence rests in our knowledge of and 

life in Jesus Christ. In Him, we will mature and experience God's conforming of our likeness to 

the image of Christ himself. Less of the world and more of Him. 

Read 1 Peter 1:3-9. What are the benefits of abiding in Christ? Why would we put our confidence 

elsewhere? How do you stay connected with your Savior? 

Read John 15:1-John 16:4. 

Observe. 

Reflect. 

So What? 

Pray. 



"Work of the Spirit 

Critical that we embrace the role of the Spirit in our lives. The Holy Spirit, who was there at the beginning of 

creation and at the revealing of God's Word to mankind, is also initiating the regeneration of our hearts, as 

we came to faith in Christ Jesus. 

Jesus testified, as He ascended into Heaven, that we should not be left on our own. He knew we needed a 

Helper and Counsellor to enlighten us as to the gravity of our sin and our understanding of God's Word. 

Christ also knew we needed intercession from the Spirit and His spiritual protection when dealing with the 

troubles of this world. How can we fully comprehend and manage our sinful nature and face the enemy's 

opposition without the Spirit's guidance? 

Read Romans 8:1-30 and note what it means to live a life through the Spirit. When and how do you seek 

the Spirit's leading in your life? 

Read John 16:4-33. 

Observe. 

Reflect. 

So What? 

Pray. 



High Priestly Prayer 

Privileged that we get a glimpse into Jesus' past, present, and future. Nothing gives us more 

confidence in a person than when we can rely on their integrity and consistency of character. 

In today's reading, we marvel at the intimate relationship between Father and Son. Not only are 

they in nature the same, but they are of the same mind and purpose, as is the Holy Spirit. The 

Spirit groans out wordless prayers in intercession for God's children, in accordance to the will of 

God. Christ Jesus intercedes on our behalf from the right hand of God. This priestly prayer is a 

wonderful reminder of God's nature and the confidence we have, as we approach Him in prayer 

through our High Priest, Jesus. 

What stands out to you about Christ's character as you read John 17? Read Ephesians 3: 12 and 

Hebrews 4: 14-16. How do these passages impact your confidence in approaching God in prayer? 

What prayer requests do you need to confidently take before the throne of grace? 

Read John 17:1-25. 

Observe. 

Reflect. 

So What? 

Pray. 



Garden 

Shocking: the angst Jesus endured alone in the garden. After supper Jesus took His disciples to a familiar 

place (John 18:2), an olive grove, Gethsemane (meaning oil press). He didn't want to be alone. He 

asked his three closest disciples to come with Him, deeper into the garden, to pray with Him. They 

fell asleep. 

The language of the garden is painful. It hurts the heart. Jesus shares with the three how He feels 

"overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death." Jesus prays, "My Father, if it is possible, may 

this cup be taken from me." Luke notes how "being in agony, He prayed more earnestly; and His 

sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground." 

Put together, these expressive words indicate that Jesus was feeling an acute emotional pain causing 

profuse sweat, as He looked with apprehension and almost terror at his future ordeal: the "bitter 

cup." The agony in the garden opens a window into the greater agony of the cross. If to bear man's 

sin and God's wrath was so terrible in anticipation, what must the reality have been like? 

Read Mark 14:22-42. 

Observe. 

Reflect. 

So What? 

Pray. 
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Denial 

Frightful, how little we know our own hearts. Only a few short hours before the arrest of Jesus, the 

disciples had shared profound conversation and the Passover meal with the Son of God. Peter 

himself had declared his unwavering loyalty, even upon death. 

Now, the hour of testing had come. One of His own would betray Him and the other friends 

would flee into the night. At least Peter would follow at a close distance. But, his fear of the world 

was greater than his brave and loyal oath. In a very short period of time, he would deny knowledge 

of his Lord three times. How scary that those closest to Jesus would abandon Him in His most 

difficult moment. Fortunately, for Peter and the others the story does not end here. 

How are you able to relate to the disciples' response of fear and denial? By what means do you 

measure the sincerity of your own heart? What enables you to be bold and confident in 

proclaiming the gospel of Christ Jesus to this world of opposition? 

Read Mark 14:26-31, Mark 14:66-72, John 13:36-38, John 18:15-18, John 18:25-27. 

Observe. 

Reflect. 

So What? 

Pray. 



Trial 

Outrageous, that a trial of such great magnitude should be carried out so hastily. Jesus, arrested in the 

night, tried and convicted by late morning and executed by afternoon. 

As citizens of Canada, we are afforded the right to a fair trial, a reasonable time to prepare our 

defense, innocence until proven guilty. No such rights were offered to Jesus, an innocent man. His 

trial was rushed, He had no defense counsel, false witnesses were called to testify and the tribunals 

were less than impartial. The defendant was badgered, bullied and bloodied. 

Yet, in spite of these injustices and brutalities, Jesus, the Son of God, offered no defense or 

response to the false allegations. The innocent would die for the guilty. Speak about injustice, what 

glorious news for us! 

What's your response to this grievous injustice? How does it cause you to give thanks to your 

Saviour? What testimony will you give to the world concerning the sentence accepted by Christ in 

your place? 

Read Mark 14:53-65, Mark 15:1-5, John 18:12-14, John 18:19-24, John 18:28-40. 

Observe. 

Reflect. 

So What? 

Pray. 



Crucifixion 

Brutal, that men should conceive such ways of murder upon their fellow man. Do you ever consider the 

circumstances of your own death? Does this cause you anxiousness or faintness of heart? Now, 

imagine being in Jesus' place. He knew the gruesome facts of what lay ahead of Him and yet, did 

not waver in His resolve to face God's wrath upon that cross. 

The beatings, the humiliation and the onerous journey, carrying that cross, His cross, to the place 

of His execution. The clang of the hammer as it struck the nails, and the searing pain. All, in full 

view of those who mocked Him and methodically carried out His sentence. The Son of God 

executed among criminals. Can you put yourself in His place? For that is exactly what Jesus did for 

us. Thank you, Lord! 

What's your response to the details of Christ's crucifixion? Why didn't Christ forsake the cross? 

When celebrating communion, how do you connect your thankfulness to the body and blood of 

our Saviour? Read Colossians 1: 19-20. 

-----.�---

Read Mark 15:6-32, John 19:1-22. 

Observe. 

Reflect. 

So What? 

Pray. 



Paradise 

Jesus' words, inviting the thief on the cross to Paradise, are remarkable. Clearly Paradise is not 

reserved for people who have good credentials! This criminal was not only being justly punished 

for his deeds, but had only moments ago turned from a reviler of Jesus to a believer. Imagine the 

kerfuffie that this man might have caused at the gates of Paradise as he came close behind Jesus! 

"How did you get here!" Alistair Begg imagines his response this way: "All I know is that the 

person who died on the cross beside me invited me here." He came with no merit of his own, and 

no demands upon God. It is also a wonderful affirmation of what the soul longs for: a place that 

can be called "Paradise." Such a place is what puts our "light and momentary" troubles in 

perspective as we set our eyes on what is yet to us unseen but is nonetheless sure. 

Read Luke 23:32-43, Mark 15:21-32. 

Observe. 

Reflect. 

So What? 

Pray. 
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Forgiveness 

Grace, that Christ could love those who had caused Him so much pain. Jesus, hanging painfully on the 

cross. Abandoned by his closest friends, on display before a mocking and hostile crowd, as He gave 

up His very life for them. All this happening outside the walls of the City of God. What will the 

Lord Jesus do? Will He demonstrate His power and might for all to see His heavenly throne? 

No, this Christ forgives the very ones who abandoned Him, who mocked Him, who abused and 

crucified Him. Where can such grace come from, other than a merciful and compassionate God? 

Could the few in the crowd that loved Jesus sense His grace in that moment? Grace which is free 

and absolute. 

How are you moved by His forgiveness and His grace for others and for yourself? Reflect on 

Ephesians 4:32. How does this passage and Christ's example influence you in your relationships 

with others? Is there someone you need to share Christ's grace with today? 

Read Luke 23:32-38. 

Observe. 

Reflect. 

So What? 

Pray. 



Mother 

What the Psalmist asks "Who is like the Lord our God ... who looks far down on the heavens and 

the earth?" (113:5) describes well the gaze of our Lord down on His earthly mother at the foot of 

the cross. His tender words of care to His mother in the midst of His own grief should not surprise 

us, but they do. It was steadfast love that took Jesus to the cross, and even in His agony that love is 

made visible. The church of Christ can hardly exist where steadfast love remains only an idea in the 

abstract. Christ made love visible. Mary saw, felt and heard real steadfast love, not only a theory of 

love. We are not saved because we love, but if we are saved we love. Our marriages, our households 

should, by God's grace, be places where people experience God's love made visible by our words 

and attitudes. 

Read John 19:26-27. 

Observe. 

Reflect. 

So What? 

Pray. 



Dereliction 

Jesus suffered on the cross. Jesus was exhausted on the cross. Jesus endured physical, mental and 

spiritual anguish on the cross. Jesus would finally breathe His last on the cross. 

He died. For you. For me. 

In those agonizing hours of excruciation, Jesus suffered in every way imaginable. Yet, according to 

John, He did so on his own accord (John I 0: 18). 

Willingly. For you. For me. 

The deepest anguish, however, was not merely physical. The crucifixion account tells us that Jesus 

cried out, "Eli Eli, lema sabathani" (which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken 

me?"). Jesus was separated from His father. 

Forsaken. For you. For me. 

One of the many great mysteries of the Gospel is how God could turn His face from His holy Son. 

But He did. In those victorious moments, Jesus endured the full weight of separation from God. 

He bore our grief; our sins were atoned for. 

He paid it all. For you. For me. 

Read Psalm 22:1-3, Matthew 27:46, Mark 15:34-36. 

Observe. 

Reflect. 

So What? 

Pray. 



Finished 

Control. Man did not take His life. The gospel writers agree: Jesus gave up His life; it was not taken 

from Him. Matthew notes "Jesus shouted again with a loud voice and gave up his spirit." This is 

important because it reminds us that death had no hold on the Son of God. He died not because 

he sinned. He was sinless. As the Son of God, "death does not come till he signifies his readiness." 

Yet, as a man, Jesus had no absolute sovereignty over His own life. No inherent right to lay it 

down, and certainly no inherent right to squander it. His dying is justified only as an act of 

obedience. Jesus willingly died in our place. He was not coerced or tricked into bearing our sin and 

shame. He willingly choose to take our place as an act of obedience. It is through the Son's choice 

that the Father completes His own priestly action and delivers up His Son. 

Note very clearly: there was nothing more for Jesus to do after His death. His dying completes His 

obedience, and His death, in and of itself, destroyed the one who has the power of death (Hebrews 

2: 14). 

Read John 19:28-30, Mark 15:37, Matthew 27:50; Luke 23:46. 

Observe. 

Reflect. 

So What? 

Pray. 



Spear 

Confirmation that Jesus literally died. Why is this so important to those of the Christian faith? In order 

for Christ to die He had to have lived. He needed to be fully human, just as He was fully God. 

(Philippians 2:6-8) Thus, since Jesus was from the line of Adam and was without sin, He was an 

acceptable sacrifice to God, as payment for the original trespass and our many sins. For, if Christ 

was to be resurrected, which again is foundational to our faith, He first had to die. As the apostle 

Paul states, "if Christ did not rise from the dead our faith is in vain." Incredible, that we should 

obtain life by His death. 

Amazing, as well, that a spear, a common tool for warfare, would be confirmation of Christ's 

humanness to the world. Once again, God uses the ordinary to substantiate the extraordinary. 

Read 1 Corinthians 15. How would you explain the importance of Christ's death? What other 

passages from the Bible support our need for and the reality of a resurrected Redeemer? 

Read John 19:34. 

Observe. 

Reflect. 

So What? 

Pray. 
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Burial 

Relief. It is all over. Jesus is at rest. The day ends with the burial of Jesus.. There must have been a sense 

of relief that swept over Jesus as He breathed His last, knowing that soon His body would be laid to 

'rest' in a tomb. What is said of those who die in the Lord - "Blessed are the dead who die in the 

Lord from now on." "Blessed indeed," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors, for their 

deeds follow them!" (Revelation 14:13) - must most perfectly be true of Christ. His work was 

finished - He is at rest from His labor of the accomplishment of our redemption. The effect of 

that work would now follow Him into eternity. 

The request of Joseph of Arimathea to bury Jesus required a great deal of courage (asking for the 

body of Jesus at this time of tension), involved considerable sacrifice (the gifting of his tomb as 

well as linens and 75 pounds of spices), and needed to be carried out with some haste 

(Deuteronomy 21 :23), and unconsciously fulfilled a 600-year-old prophecy. (Isaiah 53:9a) 

What do you think the women were thinking about? (Matthew 27:61) 

Read Mark 15:42-47, John 19:38-42. 

Observe. 

Reflect. 

So What? 

Pray. 



Notes and Reflections 
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